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R. Stephens Golden Bee Honey Factory,
Apiary, Nuclei and Residence

THR Identification Number: 11248

Corner of 25 Pioneer Drive and 2 McNeill Street and 26 Pioneer Drive,

Mole Creek 7304

Status Provisionally Registered
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*“A Successful Apiary in Tasmania — Factory
buildings and hives at Mole Creek, the
headquarters of a prosperous industry,
established by a returned soldier, Mr R
Stephens”.

The Mercury 16.8.1929, p.10.

R.Stephens Factory and adjacent garaging with
the Western Tiers in the distance. © DPIPWE July
09.

R. Stephens Factory with adjacent historic
outbuildings. © DPIPWE July 09.

Ian Stephens outside store. © DPIPWE July 09.

Municipality: Meander Valley Council

Location:
PID 6267400 CPR No.
6267590
2579319
Title: 103662/1 AGD East 450900
148335/1 450908
141988/1 450815
UPIN FGW82 AGD North 5399324
CXH96 5399080
FGW89 5399183
Setting:

R. Stephens Golden Bee Honey Factory consists of a group of
weatherboard, corrugated iron and brick-clad industrial sheds with
gabled, corrugated iron roofs on a large open corner allotment in central
Mole Creek, a rural town on the main arterial road for tourists to access
Cradle Mountain. There is a substantial cypress hedge to the western
side of the buildings. Although set well back from the road the honey
factory is a key element in the main street of Mole Creek, and is a well-
known landmark with prominent signage. Vacant land surrounding the
buildings is used for nuclei (Queen Bee breeding). The road and parallel
former railway separate the factory from the residence of the owners.
The distinctive Arts and Crafts styled, stone, post-war residence is
surrounded by mature introduced species and is a fine example of
twentieth century domestic architecture uncharacteristic for Mole Creek.
The rear of the garden extends to Limestone Creek and has rural views.

Both the factory and the residence have sweeping views of the Western
Tiers.

Description:

Factory & Apiary

R. Stephens Golden Bee Honey Factory consists of a group of
weatherboard sheds, some of which are brick clad, with gabled
corrugated iron roofs, on a large open allotment occupying two titles in
central Mole Creek. A ¢1970s brick fagade covers the front of the largest
sheds. The original buildings are still evident within the enlarged
building. The earliest ¢1920 timber cottage with a brick chimney is
evident at the rear and has been subsumed into the building and later
reclad with bricks in 1959. The main two-storey section of the factory
was built in 1925 and was extended at the front in 1948. This middle
section contains the original staircase and a modern staircase. The
western wing was added to the complex in 1970 and the eastern wing,
which is the packing room in 2011, was completed in 1960. This section
also contains the sales and display area at the front.

To the western side of the main building is another set of three buildings

co-joined over time but separated as a precaution against fire. The
distinctive green-painted timber building at the front was built in 1930
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Rows of Nuclei (Queen bee breeding) at the rear

of R. Stephens Honey Factory and cypress hedge.

© DPIPWE July 09.
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Front view of Stephen’s residence from Pioneer
Road. © DPIPWE July 09. 28

View of factory from the front of Stephen’s
residence. © DPIPWE July 09.

Portico of residence. © DPIPWE July 09.

- and was used as the office and ‘old Store’. The green colour of the

buildings is replicated as the company colour for the transport fleet, also

- housed on site in large modern garages to the western side of the main

factory. Original fittings and bee equipment, including records for the
bee pedigrees used for bee breeding spanning more than 90 years, are
still utilised in this building, and are considered of high heritage value.

The factory site is significant for its extent of uses over a long period of
time for every stage of honey production including hive making, honey

i processing, record storage and packaging, as well as the transportation,

marketing and wholesaling of honey. The continual use of these

" activities on the one site since 1920 is reflected in the expansion of the

buildings as the processes were industrialised with modern equipment
and the business prospered.

Signage

The corporate logo and signage for the R. Stephens Golden Bee Honey
Factory is significantly displayed on the front fagade of the building
advertising the brands of honey produced on site and also the founder of
the business. Additionally, there is a large sign displayed at the entrance
of the main driveway advertising the business.

Landscaping

There is an avenue of introduced deciduous trees and hedges lining the
main entrance to the industrial site, and sweeping well maintained lawns
across the site. There is a substantial mature cypress hedge to the
western side of the buildings. There is some evidence of the private
railway siding used by the factory adjacent to the road on the site of the
former railway line.

Apiaries and Nuclei

Stephens’ apiaries are located across Tasmania and the nuclei (Queen
bee breeding) are located on surrounding paddocks adjacent to the
factory. The apiaries and nuclei contribute to the significance of the
overall site as an iconic tourist landmark.

Residence, apartment and garden

The owner’s residence was designed by IG Anderson and built by the
owners in close proximity to the factory over the main road to allow
greater flexibility between private and business activities. The axis
between private and public spaces remains uninterrupted and intact. The
original ‘mock’ Arts and Crafts styled home is built from local un-
coursed stones in a random rubble style. Originally the hipped roof was
shingled but is now slate. At the rear there is a skillion dormer window.
The windows are multi-paned with double-hung sashes. The front
entrance of the house has a distinctive third-dome bracketed canopy
constructed of Ferro-cement. There are two tall brick chimneys.

The rear modern apartment was converted during the initial building
stage from the originally planned garage and is now used as an office
and visitors’ accommodation for the business. In comparison to the
traditional form of the house, it has an avant-garde appearance although
the un-coursed rubble stone has been retained as a feature on the
southern and northern walls and the vertical piers at the rear. Painted
vertical boards are used on the walls. The windows are large.

The high-pitched skillion roof of the annex of contrasting modern design
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Rear view of main residence. ©DPIP
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was a later development. Utilised as an entertaining area, this semi-
carport now connects the two buildings. There are extensive storage
sheds at the rear of the garden adjacent to the apartment located under
the podium lawn and also beneath the apartment.

The picturesque garden features mature introduced deciduous trees and
extensive lawns sweeping back to Limestone Creek at the rear of the
block. Small garden beds are located around the main house. The main
feature of the garden is the sweeping lawn that forms a turf roof for the
storage sheds and acts as a “ha-ha’ wall which provides an uninterrupted

WE July 09. ' rural view from the main house.

Feature Type: Vernacular

Architectural Style: Factory: Vernacular
House: Post-war Mock Arts & Crafts and
Modermn

Integrity: Good

Condition: Good

Use:

Original or Significant Use(s): Industrial/ Residential

Rear apartment and storage area under podium Current Use(s): Industrial (Honey Factory)/ Residential

lawn. ©DPIPWE July 09.
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Podium turf lawn with ha-ha wall. DPIPWE July 09.

Robert Stephens near Sheffield.
© 1 Stephens, Private Collection.

History:

R. Stephens’ Apiary at Mole Creek was established by the late Robert Stephens
in1920 and has been continuously operated by his descendants and is now known as
the R. Stephens Golden Bee Honey Factory. Commencing as a pre-World War 1
hobby of a few hives it has progressed to a successful apiary business that is a
household name throughout Tasmania and also internationally renowned. The
Stephens’ Honey factory is synonymous with Mole Creek and is arguably an integral
part of the development of Mole Creek as a tourist destination. In 2011 the factory
produces approximately 35 percent of all Tasmanian honey.

The Stephens family have been active in the community in religious, financial and
social spheres and continue to be active in tourism and civic affairs. It also formed a
close relationship with the well known architect and artist IG Anderson who
designed the domestic building for the Stephens’ family as well as the company logo.

Robert Stephens (1896-1977) was the founder of the business, ‘R. Stephens Honey".

He was one of six sons of Leonard Stephens, a Methodist missionary stationed at
Mole Creek. In 1914 Robert was employed locally as the Mole Creek street lighter
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