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R. Stephens Golden Bee Honey Factory,
Apiary, Nuclei and Residence

THR Identification Number: 11248

Corner of 25 Pioneer Drive and 2 McNeill Street and 26 Pioneer Drive,

Mole Creek 7304

Status Provisionally Registered
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*“A Successful Apiary in Tasmania — Factory
buildings and hives at Mole Creek, the
headquarters of a prosperous industry,
established by a returned soldier, Mr R
Stephens”.

The Mercury 16.8.1929, p.10.

R.Stephens Factory and adjacent garaging with
the Western Tiers in the distance. © DPIPWE July
09.

R. Stephens Factory with adjacent historic
outbuildings. © DPIPWE July 09.

Ian Stephens outside store. © DPIPWE July 09.

Municipality: Meander Valley Council

Location:
PID 6267400 CPR No.
6267590
2579319
Title: 103662/1 AGD East 450900
148335/1 450908
141988/1 450815
UPIN FGW82 AGD North 5399324
CXH96 5399080
FGW89 5399183
Setting:

R. Stephens Golden Bee Honey Factory consists of a group of
weatherboard, corrugated iron and brick-clad industrial sheds with
gabled, corrugated iron roofs on a large open corner allotment in central
Mole Creek, a rural town on the main arterial road for tourists to access
Cradle Mountain. There is a substantial cypress hedge to the western
side of the buildings. Although set well back from the road the honey
factory is a key element in the main street of Mole Creek, and is a well-
known landmark with prominent signage. Vacant land surrounding the
buildings is used for nuclei (Queen Bee breeding). The road and parallel
former railway separate the factory from the residence of the owners.
The distinctive Arts and Crafts styled, stone, post-war residence is
surrounded by mature introduced species and is a fine example of
twentieth century domestic architecture uncharacteristic for Mole Creek.
The rear of the garden extends to Limestone Creek and has rural views.

Both the factory and the residence have sweeping views of the Western
Tiers.

Description:

Factory & Apiary

R. Stephens Golden Bee Honey Factory consists of a group of
weatherboard sheds, some of which are brick clad, with gabled
corrugated iron roofs, on a large open allotment occupying two titles in
central Mole Creek. A ¢1970s brick fagade covers the front of the largest
sheds. The original buildings are still evident within the enlarged
building. The earliest ¢1920 timber cottage with a brick chimney is
evident at the rear and has been subsumed into the building and later
reclad with bricks in 1959. The main two-storey section of the factory
was built in 1925 and was extended at the front in 1948. This middle
section contains the original staircase and a modern staircase. The
western wing was added to the complex in 1970 and the eastern wing,
which is the packing room in 2011, was completed in 1960. This section
also contains the sales and display area at the front.

To the western side of the main building is another set of three buildings

co-joined over time but separated as a precaution against fire. The
distinctive green-painted timber building at the front was built in 1930
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